
CATARAQUI SOURCE PROTECTION AUTHORITY MEETING MINUTES 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2011 
 

CRCA BOARDROOM - ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 
 

 
Present: Robert Morrison, Chair Jeff Banks Doug Bickerton 
 Colin Boag John Bonser Rick Downes 
 Al Hanes Dorothy Hector Allan McPhail, Vice-Chair 
 Gary Osborne Lisa Osanic Bill Pierson 
 Jeff Scott Jane Topping  
 
Regrets: David Owen Jones Velma Kelsey Penny Porter 
 Ron Vandewal   
 
Staff Present: Steve Knechtel, General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer; Donna Campbell, Administrative 

Assistant; Rob McRae, Project Manager, SWP; Holly Evans, Water Quality Specialist; 
Andrew Schmidt, Acting Watershed Management Coordinator 
 

Guests: John Williamson, Chair, Cataraqui Source Protection Committee 

 
The meeting commenced at 7:02 P.M.  Bob Morrison, Chair, welcomed everyone to the Cataraqui Source 
Protection Authority (SP Authority) meeting. 
 
1) Roll Call 
 

There were fourteen (14) members present. 
 
 
2) Approval of Agenda 
 

The General Manager advised of additions to the agenda under Announcements or Inquiries. 
 

Moved by: Rick Downes 
Seconded by: Lisa Osanic 

 
THAT the agenda be adopted as amended. 

Carried 
 
3) Declarations of Conflict of Interest 
 

There were none. 
 
 
4) Approval of June 22, 2011 Minutes (distributed with agenda) 
 

Moved by: Allan McPhail 
Seconded by: Dorothy Hector 

 
THAT the minutes of the June 22, 2011 meeting of the Cataraqui Source Protection 
Authority be approved as circulated. 

Carried 
 
 
5) Business Arising 
 

There was none. 
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6) Correspondence 
 

a) Letter from John C. Williamson, Chair, Cataraqui Source Protection Committee, to Robert 
Morrison, Chair, Cataraqui Source Protection Authority, regarding a second opportunity for pre-
consultation on draft source protection plan policies, dated September 15, 2011 (distributed with 
agenda) 

 
The subject letter was distributed with the agenda.  It invited the SP Authority members to 
comment on additional draft source protection plan policy ideas and to attend a policy forum in 
order to continue a constructive dialogue.  It noted that similar invitations were provided to each 
area municipality. 

 
b) Letter from Heather Malcolmson, Acting Director, Source Protection Programs Branch, Ontario 

Ministry of the Environment, to Robert Morrison, Chair, Cataraqui Source Protection Authority and 
John C. Williamson, Chair, Cataraqui Source Protection Committee, acknowledging approval of 
an Amended Proposed Assessment Report: Cataraqui Source Protection Area (June 2011), 
dated October 6, 2011 (distributed with agenda) 

 
The subject letter was distributed with the agenda.  It advised of the approval of the Amended 
Proposed Assessment Report for the Cataraqui Source Protection Area by the Ontario Ministry of 
the Environment. 

 
Resolution: CSPA-011-11 
Moved by: Colin Boag 
Seconded by: Doug Bickerton 

 
THAT the Cataraqui Source Protection Authority receive the two items of 
correspondence as presented at its October 26, 2011 meeting. 

Carried 
 
 
7) Business/Reports 
 

a) Report on Cataraqui Source Protection Committee Activities – John C. Williamson, Chair, 
Cataraqui Source Protection Committee (Report IR-56-11 distributed with agenda) 

 
John Williamson, Chair, Cataraqui Source Protection Committee (SP Committee), provided an 
overview of his quarterly report to the SP Authority.  He noted that the approval of the 
Assessment Report marked a significant milestone in the program, and thanked the SP 
Committee and project team for their contributions and hard work.  He noted that as part of the 
process in developing the draft Source Protection Plan, a series of roundtables and municipal 
forums had been held.  John advised that a report under item 7 (b) would focus on the feedback 
received to-date and the anticipated timeline for 2012. 

 
Resolution: CSPA-012-11 
Moved by: Jane Topping 
Seconded by: John Bonser 

 
THAT the Cataraqui Source Protection Authority receive the quarterly report of the 
Cataraqui Source Protection Committee Chair dated October 2011. 

Carried 
 
There was concurrence that a letter of appreciation be sent to both the Cataraqui Source Protection 
Committee and staff of the project team led by Rob McRae to acknowledge their dedication and hours of 
work during this process. 
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b) Source Protection Plan Development – Rob McRae, Project Manager 

 
i) Status and Initial Policy Feedback (Report IR-57a-11 distributed with agenda) 

 
Rob McRae, Project Manager, Source Water Protection, reviewed his report entitled Source 
Protection Plan Development, which was distributed with the agenda.  The report provided 
members with information regarding the preparation of a source protection plan by the SP 
Committee which included the anticipated timing of related work in 2012.  Rob noted that the 
report also focused on the feedback received to-date through pre-consultation, and included 
an outline on opportunities for improving the planning process.  He recommended that these 
opportunities be shared with Conservation Ontario and raised with the Ontario Ministry of the 
Environment. 
 
There was considerable discussion, with a focus on funding options.  A suggestion was made 
to consider funding source protection efforts with the Federal gas tax revenues that are 
provided to municipalities.  Members were also concerned about the effect of raw septic 
spreading on regional groundwater. 

 
Resolution: CSPA-013-11 
Moved by: Lisa Osanic 
Seconded by: Doug Bickerton 

 
THAT the Cataraqui Source Protection Authority directs staff to circulate a letter 
to Conservation Ontario outlining opportunities for improving the source 
protection planning process, per the report of the Project Manager (dated 
October 19, 2011). 

Carried 
 

ii) Formal Dialogue with Municipalities, Winter 2012 (Report IR-57b-11 distributed with agenda 
 

Rob McRae, Project Manager, Source Water Protection, reviewed his report entitled Formal 
Dialogue with Municipalities, Winter 2012, which was distributed with the agenda.  The report 
provided members with information about the intent of the SP Committee to foster dialogue 
with municipalities about source protection planning during winter 2012.  The Project 
Manager noted SP Authority members would be requested to act as the liaison between the 
SP Committee and the communities. 
 
The Chair noted the importance of municipal engagement at this stage of the process and 
that the SP Authority can make a difference if they assist with this role in facilitating dialogue 
between the SP Committee and local communities. 
 
A suggestion was made to host joint municipal meetings in one location. 

 
Resolution: CSPA-014-11 
Moved by: Rick Downes 
Seconded by: Jane Topping 

 
THAT the Cataraqui Source Protection Authority receive the report from the Project 
Manager regarding dialogue on Source Protection Plans with municipalities dated 
October 19, 2011. 

Carried 
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c) Potential Implementation Roles for the Cataraqui Source Protection Authority (Report IR-058-11 

distributed with agenda and table handed out at meeting) 
 

i) Anticipated Scope and Level of Effort – Rob McRae, Project Manager 
 

Rob McRae, Project Manager, Source Water Protection, reviewed his report entitled Potential 
Implementation Roles:  Cataraqui Source Protection Authority, which was distributed with the 
agenda.  He explained that his report sought direction from the SP Authority about its roles in 
implementing the local source protection plan. 
 
The Project Manager advised that the report was divided in two parts.  The first part of the 
report sought the SP Authority endorsement of a funding proposal to the Province related to 
the mandatory roles that apply to all source protection authorities.  The second part examined 
the discretionary roles that have been suggested for the SP Authority by the SP Committee.  
He advised that a response to the SP Committee had been requested by the end of October. 
 
a) “mandatory” roles 
 

A draft progress report from the Conservation Ontario Post 2012 Working Group was 
attached to the report.  The Project Manager advised that the working group consisted of 
representatives from conservation authorities across Ontario.  The report included 
analysis of the anticipated level of effort and related technical expertise to implement the 
identified mandatory roles (per Clean Water Act), and developed a proposed funding 
model for consideration by the Province.  It is anticipated that the Province would cover 
the costs of mandatory roles undertaken by conservation authorities. 

 
Resolution: CSPA-015-11 
Moved by: Dorothy Hector 
Seconded by: Lisa Osanic 
 

THAT the Cataraqui Source Protection Authority endorses the Conservation Ontario 
Working Group Progress Report for Post 2012 Source Protection Plan Maintenance and 
Implementation (September 2011), as recently developed and adopted by Conservation 
Ontario. 

Carried 
 
b) “discretionary” roles 
 

The Project Manager also provided members with a handout titled Source Protection 
Plan Implementation Costs.  The table provided preliminary estimates of discretionary 
roles. 
 
Using a presentation, he guided members through the potential roles for the SP 
Authority, with attention to the three questions that had been posed by the SP Committee 
for consideration.  Considerable discussion followed each of the three questions and 
comments are recorded in point form below. 

 
1. Would the Cataraqui Source Protection Authority be prepared to administer an Area-

wide education and outreach program on protecting sources of drinking water? 

• Work with the Ministry of Education and school boards to determine curriculum 
objective in Ontario - reach broader audience 

• Approach TV Ontario and community partners (e.g. Health Units, radio stations) 
to reach landowners and other adults 
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• Train the trainers – CRCA staff teach the teachers = more involvement and local 
“flavour” 

• Use larger organizations and share the costs (e.g. MNR and MOE), rather than 
change a CA program component 

 
2. Would the Cataraqui Source Protection Authority be prepared to administer an Area-

wide stewardship program(s) for protecting sources of drinking water? 

• Already difficulty to continue current CA programs,  how are we going to take on 
more 

• Will ODWSP continue in some form? 

• Other organizations already provide stewardship incentives for various purposes 

• Providing incentives is costly 
 
3. Would the Cataraqui Source Protection Authority be prepared to act as the risk 

management office for municipalities in the Area? 

• There is a need to avoid duplication with existing regulations and by-laws 

• Support for the site specific negotiation of risk management plans rather than 
relying on standardized approach 

• Concern parameters for risk management plans will not allow local tailoring 
 

The SP Authority reiterated its concern with the overall cost to municipalities.  Members 
felt many aspects of the discretionary roles should be developed on a broad basis and 
stressed that the Province must provide funding.  Further, members expressed concern 
that information on Provincial funding was needed up-front in the planning process, and it 
must be for a multi-year period (similarly as proposed by Conservation Ontario for 
mandatory roles).  Municipal property tax, drinking water customer surcharges and 
application fees were not seen as being appropriate sources of revenue, while Federal 
gas tax funds were again suggested as an option. 

 
Members concurred that conceptually the ideas had merit.  They observed that the 
recommendations were going to the SP Committee to assist them in their efforts to 
develop a draft plan.  Members collectively modified the two staff recommendations, and 
requested staff to also forward them to Conservation Ontario and the Ministry of 
Environment. 

 
Resolution: CSPA-016-11 
Moved by: Doug Bickerton 
Seconded by: Allan McPhail 

 
THAT The Cataraqui Source Protection Authority agrees in-principle:  
 
THAT it would undertake a role in education and outreach and stewardship as 
part of implementing the local source protection plan being prepared under the 
Ontario Clean Water Act, 2006;  
 
SUBJECT TO the identification of adequate provincial funding. 

Carried 
 
Jeff Banks left the meeting at this time. 
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Resolution: CSPA-017-11 
Moved by: John Bonser 
Seconded by: Colin Boag 

 
THAT The Cataraqui Source Protection Authority agrees in-principle:  
 
THAT it would be prepared to establish a risk management office for the 
Cataraqui Source Protection Area; 
 
SUBJECT TO the identification of adequate provincial funding. 

Carried 
 
Carried showing one opposed. 
 
Bill Pierson left the meeting at this point. 
 
 
8) Announcements or Inquiries/ Information 
 

John Williamson, Chair, Cataraqui Source Protection Committee, distributed a handout titled The 
Real Dirt on Farming (revised edition) for members’ information. 

 
 
9) Motions /Notices of Motions 
 

There were none. 
 
 
10) Adjournment 
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:44 P.M. on a motion by Dorothy Hector, seconded by Allan McPhail. 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 
Steve Knechtel 
General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer 

  
Robert Morrison 
Chair 

 


