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Lemoine’s Barn Swallows 
 

Barn Swallows can easily be distinguished from other birds by the deeply 

forked tails especially of the males and by their aerodynamic wings and 

graceful swooping maneuvers as they hunt flying insects, such as above 

Lemoine Point’s south fields. 

They’re certainly fun to watch. 

Each spring when they arrive they look for sites to raise their young, and they prefer being in colonies and 

building their nests in man-made structures such as barns … but such sites are often becoming less available. 

And that is suspected as one factor in why these birds are becoming less 

abundant and “threatened”, and also why this spring the CRCA, the Friends 

and other local organizations joined together to build the structure with a 

barn-like roof that you can now see in the large field at Lemoine’s south end, 

so as to provide a good nesting option there. 

However, so far that has not yet worked out as hoped. 

This spring and summer, the Kingston Field Naturalists monitored the Swallows to assess their use of the 

structure, but found no evidence of any such nesting.  Though that was somewhat disappointing, it is actually 

quite consistent with reports from various similar structures across the province, i.e. of the Swallows’ frequent 

reluctance to use what to us may seem an ideal site. At this point the reasons for that reluctance are unknown 

and need to be investigated. 

The CRCA had already adjusted the standard design for such structures to include nesting options such as the 

birds using prefabricated nesting cups versus building their own cup-shaped mud nests. It is now considering 

such ideas such as adding partial sides to the structure in case the birds prefer a more shaded environment for 

their nests. 

The Swallows are gone now on their southern migration, so let’s see what they do when they return here next 

spring. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
A special little event took place at Lemoine Point earlier this year just before the start of our 
spring tree planting event. 
 
It was in recognition of the fact that, for the past 
twenty years of our spring and fall planting 
events, Tim Hortons has been donating coffee 
and donuts for our volunteer planters. That has 
enabled that, after each planting, the planters 
can gather over refreshments to get together and 
reflect on the planting and its contribution to 
conservation and the local environment, thereby 
providing a nice finishing touch to what has 
become a special community event. 
 
And to thank and recognize Tim Hortons for that 
long and steadfast support, we held a small 
ceremony attended by members of the Agnew 
family that owns the local Tim Hortons as well as by a number of Kingston politicians who spoke 
to the crowd about the importance of such a local business contributing to both the community 
and the environment. They then cut the ribbon to a special Kentucky Coffee Tree sapling that 
we planted as a rather appropriate token of our appreciation of Tim Hortons. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Our Website 

 

Remember that our website is a great place to go 

for information about the Friends.   The address 

is in the box on the right, or simply google  

“Friends of Lemoine”.   
 

It has info on our objectives, activities, 

membership details, and contact points, as well 

as copies of our annual report and previous 

newsletters.  
 

It’s also a good place to steer potential new 

members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

2018 Board of Directors 
 

John Diemer, President 
Peter Butler, Past President 
Jane Murphy, Vice-President 
Ron Bettney, Treasurer 
Millie Belyea   
Paul Marriott 
Paul Musiol 
Karen Samis 
 

Contact 
 
 

E-mail:     lemoine@crca.ca   
 

Website:  crca.ca/friends-of-lemoine-point 
 

Phone messages received at: 546-4228 Ext. 306 
 

Mailing address: Friends of Lemoine Point 
   c/o Cataraqui Region Conservation Authority 
   P.O. Box 160, Glenburnie, ON   K0H 1S0 
 

 

 

Enclosed is your annual membership renewal form for 2018. 
 

We really appreciate your membership as well as donations 
that make our programs and efforts possible. 

 

Thank you! 

mailto:lemoine@crca.ca


 
 

The Friends’ Pollinator Garden 

 
The decision to move the Pollinator Garden inside the fence of our Native Plant Nursery has 
turned out to be a good one and significant progress has been made on establishing it as a 
source of pollen and nectar for pollinating insects such as bees and butterflies. To date, 
Nature has played a major role in providing the plants for the Garden, but we are now 
lending more of a helping hand by moving a variety of species from the Nursery beds into 
the Garden area. 

 
Last year, the area was tilled and the heavy clay soil was ameliorated by 
working in a layer of sand. A general pollinator seed mix, including 
grasses, was then broadcast over the area before closing down operations 
for the winter. 
 

This spring, there was a significant plant population waiting to greet us but it did not 
comprise the species we had been expecting; in particular, masses of Daisy Fleabane were 
found. While it is a native plant, found at Lemoine, it is not particularly well-suited as a 
pollinator attractor and had to be removed before it went to seed. As well, dozens of hybrid 
poplars had seeded themselves in and also had to be removed; they were dug up and potted 
to become part of the Nursery tree stocks. 
 
While the yield from the seed mix has been modest as yet, one species has quickly made its 
presence known: Showy Tick Trefoil, with its rose-purple flowers, is a delightful addition 
and we are hopeful that it will soon be complemented by other species such as Purple 
Prairie Clover; as well, we are in the process of establishing a garden area for woodland 
plants, shaded by our existing 
stock of specimen trees at the 
south end of the Garden. 
 
By September, the Garden 
included a good collection of plants 
including many Brown-eyed 
Susans (pictured), Goldenrods, 
and Asters. 
 
Apart from the garden itself, one 
major issue still to be resolved is 
the drainage problem; at the 
moment, surface water from heavy 
rains and melting snow feeds 
through the garden on its way to 
the surrounding meadow and 
makes planting difficult.  
 
We are confident however that once this is dealt with, we can move ahead with bringing the 
Garden to a mature state, with flowers available to pollinators throughout the entire 
growing season from early spring to late fall. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Friends of Lemoine Point 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday, November 14, 7:30 pm 

Ongwanada Resource Centre, 191 Portsmouth Ave 
 

Annual Business Meeting 

&  

a  presentation  on  

“Seed Collection” 

by  

Tim Gray 

of Forests Ontario *  

 
 

Everyone Welcome! 

Fully Accessible 

 

 

*Tim Gray is an expert on tree planting and forest management who worked 

for many years for MNR and now is a Field Advisor with Forests Ontario …. 
he, along with a team, gives workshops on tree seed forecasting and 
collection and advises at potential tree plantation sites such as our Assisted 
Migration Project at Lemoine Point. The Friends are looking forward to his 
presentation to us because our Nursery volunteers do the difficult and 
exacting work each year of gathering seeds at Lemoine Point for propagation 
at the Nursery. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


