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Cataraqui 
Conservation 

by the 
numbers

210,000
Residents

3,800 KM²
Jurisdiction

11
Municipalities

11
Watersheds

4,725 Hectares
Authority owned lands200 +

Inland Lakes

770 KM
Shoreline - Lake Ontario  
& St. Lawrence River

About
Cataraqui Conservation is a community-based environmental protection and advisory agency, created in  
1964 by the Province of Ontario at the request of municipalities within the Cataraqui watershed, to provide 
expertise and resources to aid in the protection of life and property from the growing risk of flooding and  
erosion of shorelines and waterways . 

Out of necessity and to include the needs of our partners and community, Cataraqui Conservation’s programs 
and services have expanded to include collaboration with local municipalities, provincial and federal gov-
ernment agencies, environmental organizations and the general public to monitor and protect water, natural 
habitats, shorelines and promote sustainable living in our community. 

Our Vision
That the natural environment of our watershed be conserved, that degraded natural resources be restored, 
that our regional diversity will be valued by watershed residents, and that the public will understand the role 
that everyone plays in resource management and enjoyment.



Cataraqui Conservation owns and manages over 4,700 
hectares of environmentally significant lands for the  
protection of vulnerable habitat, watershed management, 
and valuable natural resources. This land includes  
developed Conservation Areas that provide affordable 
recreation opportunities to our watershed community and 
connects people with nature.

Our Conservations Areas are maintained and monitored 
by our lands staff to encourage residents and visitors to 
the Cataraqui Region to take time out of their busy lives 
to spend some quiet, quality time surrounded by nature 
alongside family and friends. Each conservation area is a 
unique experience, offering a chance to see a variety of 
flora and fauna, as well as offering proximity to lakes, riv-
ers and streams. 

Cataraqui Conservation properties fulfil both this impor-
tant recreational purpose, but many of our lands are key in  
preserving and improving the sustainability of native plant 
and animal species, offering protected spaces for them to 
thrive and grow, as well as continuing to enhance the im-
portant concept of biodiversity throughout the Cataraqui 
watershed. 

11 Conservation Areas

226 kilometres of trails

1,820 hectares of  
environmentally protected lands

50+ conservation themed  
community programming  
events for all ages

10,000+ attendance at annual 
Maple Madness festival

600 annual passes sold in 2018 

Conservation Lands
Protecting lands and enhancing the ecosystem for generations to come



Planning & Development Review
Community partners in sustainablility and protection 

Following the mandate outlined in provincial legislation 
and ministry policy statements, Cataraqui Conservation’s 
Planning and Development Review duties include identify-
ing potential natural hazards and natural resources such 
as floodplains, wetlands, sensitive habitat, and shorelines. 
We strive to protect the public from danger and property 
damage posed by natural hazards such as flooding and 
erosion, as well as conserving the area’s natural resources.

Our planning and regulation services complement other 
Cataraqui Conservation resource management activities: 
by directing development to areas that are not hazardous, 
maintaining natural features and ecological functions and 
protecting water quality and quantity. Last year, our team 
of planners, engineers and development experts achieved 
the following results. 



Cataraqui Conservation understands that proper forestry 
practices can provide wind and water erosion protection, 
can make poor land more productive and can create  
wildlife habitat. Trees can provide windbreaks and shade, 
helping to reduce heating and cooling costs. Trees also 
take in carbon dioxide and release oxygen, helping to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Cataraqui Conservation works with landowners and vari-
ous forestry management partners to encourage steward-
ship of land and water. Staff provide information about 
tree planting, shoreline naturalization and invasive species. 
Our main focus is on reforestation and contributing to the 
overall forest cover in the Cataraqui Region. Highlights of 
our work include: 

3.5+ million trees planted  
top 10 largest planter in Ontario

150,000+ trees planted per year

Operate two native plant  
nurseries to provide stock for  
local planting initiatives

900 trees planted as part of 
2018 TD Tree Days community 
planting events

Forestry Demonstrated leadership in tree planting, rural
forestry management and shoreline protection



Watershed Science & Engineering
Maintaining the viability and sustainability of our most precious resource

An adequate water supply is critical for all life. Cataraqui 
Conservation monitors and reports on water quality and 
quantity throughout our watershed. 

In conjunction with the Province of Ontario, Cataraqui 
Conservation operates a water quality monitoring  
program in local lakes and rivers. Water and benthic  
invertebrate samples are collected by staff at various  
stations around the 11 watersheds that comprise the Cata-
raqui Region.

Cataraqui Conservation is also responsible for monitoring 
and predicting flood flows and water levels within our ju-
risdiction, operating water control structures such as dams 
and disseminating flood and low water messages to local 
municipalities and the public. We use data gathered from 
stream gauges, weather stations, snow surveys, meteoro-
logical forecasts and computer models to forecast poten-
tial floods and drought conditions.

Own and or/operate 10 water 
control structures

9

Issued

9
7

1
4

13
7

14

Stream gauges to measure
water levels and flows on creeks

9 Flood messages
4 Low water messages

Rain gauge stations to  
measure precipitation

Snow course survey sites  
to measure snow depth

Climate station (air & soil temp, wind 
speed, humidity & wind direction)

Fish survey sites
in 2018

Monitoring stations for 
aquatic insect indicators

Ground water monitoring stations 
(Provincial Groundwater Monitoring 
Network)

Surface water monitoring stations
(Provincial Water Quality Monitoring 
Network)



Clean, sustainable and abundant drinking water is impor-
tant to us all. Under the Drinking Water Source Protection 
Program, Cataraqui Conservation staff work with local 
municipalities and stakeholders to implement the Cata-
raqui Source Protection Plan to ensure clean, safe and 
sustainable drinking water sources (rivers, lakes, aquifers) 
are protected. 

The Cataraqui Source Protection Plan is a locally devel-
oped plan of action to keep sources of drinking water 
clean and plentiful. Implementation of the Plan is being 
carried out cooperatively amongst implementing bodies, 
including municipalities, local health units, provincial minis-
tries, Cataraqui Conservation, and others. 

Drinking Water Source Protection
Dedicated to the quality of our drinking water at its source

of Cataraqui residents 
rely on municipal drinking 
water systems

65
Policies 
addressing 
drinking water
threats

14
Drinking water 

protection road 
signs installed

2 Risk management 
plans updated

2 Public well and
septic workshops



Environmental Education
Cultivating a culture of conservation for students of today and tomorrow

Instilling awe and respect for the natural environment 
today leads to a conservation ethic in decision making 
tomorrow. Cataraqui Conservation offers a wide range 
of curriculum enriched education programs for learners 
of all ages that enhance classroom learning by provid-
ing students with hands-on activities and experiences. All 
Cataraqui Conservation programs foster a strong connec-
tion to nature by guiding learners with their head, heart 
and hands. 

For many years, two of the largest school boards in the 
region, the Algonquin & Lakeshore District School Board, 
and Limestone District School Board have recognized the 
value of outdoor education and the programs offered by 
Cataraqui Conservation by instituting an internal subsidy 
program to help offset a portion of the per-student cost of 
each participating school within their jurisdiction, making 
our programs more accessible to their students and ensur-
ing the viability and significance of these programs for 
generations of students to come. 

Cataraqui Conservation has also developed programs for 
adults, home learners and pre-schoolers and is a pio-
neer in bringing the innovative Forest Therapy program 
to Ontario. Over the past year, Cataraqui Conservation 
has been a leader in conservation education programs 
throughout the region as demonstrated by these statistics: 
 

Innovator of Forest Therapy 
walks in Ontario. Encourages 
spending time in nature in a way 
that invites healing interactions 
and features many health and 
wellness benefits.

7,260

50+

240
70

Children attended the Nature  
Explorers Summer Day Camp

Children participated in Nature  
Programs for early & home learners

Participated in Cataraqui 
Conservation education  
programs

Forest Therapy walks per year 
offered to the community

students



Budget: $5.1 M

General Levy ($2.1 M)
Special Levies ($289k)
Federal ($18k)
Provincial ($319k)
Authority Generated ($2.2 M)

Revenues
     General Levy ($2.1 M)
     Special Levy ($289k)
     Federal ($18k)
     Provincial ($319k)
     Authority Generated ($2.2 M)

Expenses
     Corporate Services & Programs ($1.5 M)
     Public Programs & Education (482k)
     Conservation Lands ($1.5 M)
     Planning & Development Review ($447k)
     Forestry ($254k)
     Watershed Science & Engineering ($798k)

 

Financing Conservation
2018 Cataraqui Conservation Budget Summary

6% 6%

46% 42%

Corporate Services    ($1.5 M)

Public Programs & Education (482k)

Conservation Lands ($1.5 M)

Planning & Development Review
($447k)
Forestry ($254k)

30%

30%

9%

9%

16%

5%
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