Friends of Lemoine Point
Newsletter Spring 2023

Celebraling 25 years!!
The inaugural meeting of The Friends of Lemoine Point was held on March 3, 1998 at Centre
70. Many of the 70+ people in attendance remain active in conservation matters in Kingston
today. One of those elected to the inaugural Board was Peter Butler. After 25 years, not only
does Peter still volunteer with the Friends, but he continues to work closely with Cataraqui
Conservation staff on numerous projects at Lemoine Point and he remains a very active Board
member currently filling the position of Vice President. Thank-you, Peter!

In 1998, the new Friends of Lemoine Point organization became the second Friends group to
join Cataraqui Conservation (after Friends of Mac Johnson) in enhancing the protection and
visitor enjoyment of the properties under their stewardship. It is notable that the words of the
March 1998 meeting Chair, Stewart Fyfe (1928-2019), as recorded in the meeting minutes still
ring true today highlighting that Lemoine Point “is vulnerable to losing its unique natural
attributes because of its location in what has become the midst of the urban environment and
the pressures that accompany increased use.”

We have seen many successes towards the original goals in the time since formation; none of
which could have been accomplished without our members.
e Over 17,000 trees planted through community and other events via $45K in cash
contributions plus countless volunteer hours
® Supporting community connection to Lemoine Point through the memorial bench
program with more than 60 benches and memorial plaques added from 2000 and 2016.
e Opening of the Native Plant Nursery in 2005 with additional infrastructure added in the
years since
® Supporting completion of the barn swallow habitat project in 2018 working with
Cataraqui Conservation and local stakeholders
® Supporting trail improvements, including accessibility for washroom facilities and
regular trail maintenance
e On-going efforts to tackle invasive species (see more below)
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Sincere thanks to all of our members, past and present, for their on-going support for these
activities and their efforts to keep Lemoine Point a place for all to enjoy.

Tacklinﬁ Invasive Species

As spring wildflowers emerge around us, so too do the plants that
some of us can’t wait to pull out again. For upwards of 20 years, the
Friends have been actively pushing back against encroachment from
three primary invasive plant species: garlic mustard, dog strangling
vine and European buckthorn.

This spring, volunteers will be working in our Invasive Free Demo
Area (right) to test a few methods for controlling buckthorn (pulling,
covering and cutting). Say Hi if you see us, but please do not wander
off trail into the demo area.

Our annual garlic mustard pull will also take place in May once the plants start flowering and
become easy to identify and pull. Thanks to everyone who has already volunteered to help.

Nur'ser'y Notes

Spring is starting to make an appearance (finally) at our Nursery. Our
indomitable Cup Plants (Silphium perfoliatum, right) have started to appear.
Although diminutive now, they will tower over us at seven feet plus by
August!

We are delighted to tell you that we will hold our annual spring plant
sale on Saturday, May 13 from 9 am to 12 noon.

If you cannot make that date, you are welcome to come any Wednesday
between 9am and noon when we are working on-site. All trees,
shrubs, and a few native flowers and plants are $15 a pot. We have a
few beautiful, larger, in-ground, white spruce trees available for $75.
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Our Nursery volunteers are anxious to start working and we plan to ’
commence operations on April 26, although some keen folks cut certain
species of woody branches in February to attempt propagation by
generating roots. Those cuttings were potted in mid-April (right). After
we finish our winter clean-up of the site, one of our first tasks for the
new season will be to pot 450 bare root stock that we have purchased to
nurture into shrubs and trees for planting at Lemoine Point Conservation
Area.
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We look forward to another season of supporting conservation efforts at Lemoine Point and
engaging the community in the benefits of growing native species.

Memorial Benches

The Friends of Lemoine Point Board is currently
reviewing the memorial bench program in collaboration
with Cataraqui Conservation.

If you or a family member submitted a bench and
plague donation for a loved one, please contact us at
friendslemoinepoint@gmail.com to make sure you are
on our contact list for further updates.
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Annual General Meeting: Tentatively set for Wednesday, November 22nd, 2023. Stay tuned
for details.
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A I_ithr exists in sprina
Not Preserﬁr oh the Year
At any other Periool -

When March is scar'cel\/ here

A Color stands abroad
On Sclitary Fields
That Science canhot overtake
But Human Nature feels..

Friends
Emily Dickinson of Lemoine Point
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