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Our Invasives Control Demonstration Area 
 

In the last several months, the Friends have begun a new project in an attempt to draw attention to 

and show what is possible in the fight to control the growth of invasive plants at Lemoine. We have 

started to develop a small section into an invasives-free demonstration zone. It’s a 2.3 acre wooded 

area in Lemoine’s north-east, bordered by Trail #2 starting just north of the parking lot up to where 

it leads into open meadow. The plan is to control the growth of the three major invasive plants 

there. 

The area is already one of those that our invasives team clears of Garlic Mustard and Dog-strangling 

Vine, and we will continue to do so as long as necessary to deplete the existing seedbank. The Garlic 

Mustard in this area is already showing signs of being controlled, whereas of greater concern is the 

Dog-strangling Vine that grows in its northern tip and is spreading into the rest of the area, because 

once-established like that it is very difficult to eradicate. 

The most challenging invasive in the area is Common Buckthorn. The aggressive shrub-like tree 
infests the area where it borders the meadow, having already formed a long line of tall, dense 
thickets along that entire edge, barrier-like and preventing the growth of native forest plants.  
 
Those mature Buckthorn trees needed to be removed first to avoid them producing more seeds. 
Thus last December, a team of CRCA staff with power saws and Friends volunteers cut down about 
half of them, the rest to be removed shortly; they were cut down to low stumps, many about four 
or so inches wide.    
 
Those stumps, if left like that, will re-sprout vigorously and start new thickets. To prevent that, they 
are elsewhere usually treated with herbicide, but we will achieve the same by using several non-
chemical manual methods. One is to regularly trim the re-sprouts over a number of years until the 
roots gradually weaken and die. Another is to block sunlight from reaching the stumps and 
providing needed energy, by covering them with black plastic sheets covered by pots or cans to 
secure them, until with time the roots wear out and stop trying to re-sprout. It will be a lengthy 
process, but that should mean the end of those mature Buckhorn trees. 
 
In addition to that, we will remove the smaller Buckthorn saplings in the area as well as control the 
growth of the seedlings that will continue to sprout from the existing seedbank … that too will be a 
lengthy process requiring ongoing volunteer effort, and anyone interested in helping is asked to 
email Paul at  brummie54@hotmail.com.  

  



 

 

Your Newsletter 

You may have received this newsletter by email as an electronic newsletter rather 
than previously as a printed version sent by postal mail. We decided to change to 
the email method in the spirit of conservation and to ensure that more of your 
dollars are used towards our activities rather than administrative costs. 
 
If you received a paper copy of this newsletter, it means that we do not have your email address, 
and if you would prefer an electronic copy (or vice versa), please email your preference to our 
membership secretary, Karen Samis at kesamis@gmail.com with the email subject "Friends 
Newsletter".  Your preference will be updated for the fall issue of the newsletter, and we don’t plan 
to use your address for any other purpose. 
 
In addition, the newsletter will now at times come in a shorter format but will continue to keep you 
up-to-date on our activities to help conserve Lemoine Point. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for Your Support!  
 

We greatly appreciate your membership and 
donations that make our programs and 

efforts possible.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Our Native Plant Nursery’s 
 

May Plant Sale  
 

has been cancelled due to  
 

physical distancing restrictions, 
 

and the Nursery will remain  
 

closed to the public  
 

until the restrictions are lifted. 
  

 

 

 

 
 

Re-Opening of Lemoine 
 

Although Lemoine is now open to visitors, the COVID-19 restrictions still 
apply to help mitigate any spread, including physical distancing while on the 
trails, no groups of five or more, and generally avoiding overcrowding.  
 

We all need to act particularly responsibly during this time. 
 

The restrictions are expected to remain in place for some time and until 
further notice … for updates, check  www.crca.ca/coronavirus. 
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Our Trilliums 

 

Each spring, Lemoine Point’s walkers welcome the sight of trilliums along the trails and the beauty 

of white blooms carpeting the dappled forest floor, the plants thriving in the warming soil before 

the trees above them leaf out and block the sunlight.  

It’s the White Trillium, a true herald of spring.  

What we don’t see, however, are the 

difficulties encountered in the plant’s 

journey in getting to that point of beauty. 

It is actually quite a fragile plant in that it 

must survive a number of potential 

challenges. 

For example, it’s leaves are the favourite 

food of the White-tailed Deer, and their 

browsing can prevent it from maturing or 

threaten its viability, especially if there are 

a lot of deer … which could explain the 

reduction in Lemoine Point’s trilliums 

several years ago.  

Aside from that, the plant is a perennial and can live for many years. During the two or three weeks 

that it is in bloom, it can begin the process of generating new trillium plant growth; that depends on 

being pollinated, mainly by bumble bees that are quite scarce at that time of year. 

If pollination is successful, the fertilized plant then starts to develop seeds, 

which become ready for dispersal in late summer.  

And that’s where ants come into the picture. It is they who take those seeds 
and drag them back into their nests, where they eat an oily outside part and 
leave the still viable seed in what is an ideal site for it to germinate.  
 

After a year or two, the fully germinated seed produces a small rootlet that 
grows into a rhizome extending above the soil's surface that, over several 
years, produces first a single leaf and then more. Then, seven or more years 
after being started by the original blooming plant, it produces a flower.  
 

A new flowering trillium! And the start of a new cycle. 
 
 
Lemoine Point does have one other type of trillium, the Red Trillium, which you can occasionally see 
among the others where the soil is a bit more acidic … it sports deep maroon coloured blooms. 
 

 


