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November 29, 2019 

CATARAQUI CONSERVATION ECHOES CONSERVATION ONTARIO’S COMMENTS ON 

REPORT BY PROVINCIAL SPECIAL ADVISOR ON FLOODING 

KINGSTON ON – Earlier this week, a comprehensive report on flood management was 

released by Doug McNeil, the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry’s Special 

Advisor on Flooding, which highlights the important role that the 36 conservation authorities in 

Ontario, including Cataraqui Conservation, play in protecting people and property through their 

flood management policies, strategies and partnerships.  

McNeil was tasked to provide expert advice to the Honourable John Yakabuski at the Ontario 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, and to make recommendations to the government 

on opportunities to improve the existing flood policy framework.  

The report can be accessed at this link: https://www.ontario.ca/page/independent-review-2019-

flood-events-ontario.  

Consequently, Conservation Ontario (CO), a non-profit association representing Ontario’s 36 

Conservation Authorities, issued a press release commending McNeil’s report for recognizing 

the value of conservation authorities’ role in monitoring, managing and mitigating flood damage 

within the province.  

Here is a link to that release: https://conservationontario.ca/fileadmin/pdf/latest-

news/Media_Release_CO_Response_to_Flood_Advisor_Report_Nov_2019v2.pdf.  

Cataraqui Conservation concurs with the assessment of the report by Conservation Ontario and 

echoes the comments of CO General Manager Kim Gavine.  

“We’re very pleased to see that [McNeil] appreciates the collaborative approach, however, 

maintaining and making improvements in Ontario’s flood management programs requires 

resources that include appropriate policy and program support,” she said. “For example, the 50-

per-cent reduction to conservation authorities’ provincial transfer payments for the natural 

hazards program affected all Conservation Authorities and eroded our ability to effectively 

address issues raised by the Flood Advisor.” 

Cataraqui Conservation’s dedicated team of skilled professionals works continuously to fulfil our 

flood management, source water protection, and water quality monitoring mandates, as well as 

our related education and lands programs.  

Cataraqui Conservation staff will be reviewing the findings of the report and accompanying 

recommendations and are pleased to see the efforts of conservation authorities and our 

partners being recognized. We will continue to work with our partners on promoting effective 

communication and flood resiliency across the watershed and any follow-up actions that may 

result from the report findings.  

About Cataraqui Conservation: 

Cataraqui Conservation is a community-based environmental protection and advisory agency 

created in 1964 by the Province of Ontario at the request of municipalities within the Cataraqui 

watershed to provide expertise and resources that aid in the protection of life and property from 

the growing risk of flooding and erosion of shorelines and waterways. For more information, visit 

www.crca.ca.   
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About Conservation Ontario: 

Conservation Ontario Conservation Ontario is governed by a six-member elected Board of 

Directors and directed by a Council comprised of appointed and elected municipal official from 

the 36 Conservation Authorities Boards of Directors and Conservation Authorities staff. 

Conservation Ontario’s main source of funding is secured from its membership through levies 

and supplemented by project funding and contracts. The organization’s mission is to promote 

and continually strengthen a watershed-based conservation coalition in Ontario. For more 

information, visit www.conservationontario.ca.  
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